IN READING THE BIBLE:
WE MUSTw BEw LIKEyw ‘DETECTIVES'
LOOKING FOR EVIDENCE!

JAN LILLEBY

[][][][] F:or a starter: I haven’t seen a Bible student

yet, who has not made errors; regardless of whether they are
laymen or ministers.

In short, we ALL make mistakes when trying to find the right
clues and advice in Scripture.

One can be very excellent in one particular topic, but
making[][] severe mistakes[][] in another topic.

I shall be using apg fewpod number of examples on how we may
get along in a better way, trying to avoid embarrassing
mistakes when we study the Bible.

‘ Studying the Bible actually requires quite a bit
of detective work from us.[][] We can’t afford to
bump along..taking things at random, or worse:
reading the Bible without paying attention to
the context. In Greek language,[J] particularly,
it is of essence to know that context is crucial
to the reader to be able to understand properly
what is written.[J[J] This is because Greek uses
words that can mean at least two different
things. An example: The word for[]J salvation[]] —
z0zo — means to be rescued from an accident, or
to recover from an illness, but it also means
to[][] be eternally saved.[][] To find the proper
meaning, we must find the[]J context.

The English reformer and Bible translator[]] Miles Coverdale,
wrote a much correct advice in this regard, ][]

"It shall greatly help to understand scripture if thou mark,
not only what is spoken or written, but of whom, to whom,
with what words, at what time, where, to what intent, and
with what circumstances, considering what goes before and
what follows."

I highly recommend this advice!

STARTING WITH THE OBVIOUS

In using detection-methods when reading the Bible, we must
learn to begin with the obvious. I will use a few examples
of such method.

I recall in an email discussion with a fellow believer
abroad, we had the Flood of Noah ‘on the desk’: Was it a
local or a global flood?

I have written an article on this subject, for those
interested..but I did not use our discussion as any argument
in that article.

My personal standing is: The flood was local — likepgg —Oo itno




only came upon the Middle East and then some. But it was
NOT a global flood.
Why so?
For one:[J[] The Ark of Noah was around 150 meters long, and
there it not a chance that such a vessel ever could hold two
animals of each kind, from around the whole globe!
Secondly: [J[J] Serious science can confirm to us all that if
the whole globe was covered by water, it would have taken
much longer than just 150 days[JJ (5 months!)JJ to have all
the flood water disappear. It would at least have taken[]
decades, maybe centuries[][] to evaporate.
Gen. 8:3, NASB,qon0 “and the[]] water[][] receded[][] steadily[]
from the[J[] earth, and at the[][] end[J[] of one[][] hundred[]
and[]] fifty[] days[]] the[][] water[][] decreased”.

T T— Thirdly: [0 The enormous distances certain
species would have to walk, in order to be

@ W able to entering the Ark, makes it entirely

L WP impossible for them to get there in time. In

fact, they would not get there at all, time
or no time: They would have perished along
their journey, from lack of food, lack of
HELP, lack of strength. To make it easier for
you to understand, a Jaguar or an Anaconda in
the Amazon River, Brazil, would have to have
swam across the Atlantic Ocean...they wouldn’t
stand a chance. The Penguins 1in the
Antartic/South Pole, and the Polar Bear 1in
Arctic — the[JJ same thing with those; no
chance at all.JJ Can you imagine two Penguins
walking and swimming all the way from[
Antartica up to the Middle East landscapes..a
journey of some[][] 14 000 kilometers? They
would have died not long after they had left
their habitats!
I am just pointing to a few OBVIOUS and very basic facts of
life on earth in regard to animal life.pgg And additionally we
have to put in the fact of TIME: Noah was given just 7 days
to gather these animals mentioned. It would have been
impossible for any species in Antarctica and Arctic to make
the Middle East in just seven days! Comprende???gn Even
Giraffes and Rhinos down in Africa would not have been able
to make it to the Middle East. These facts are OBVIOUS to
anyone who has some brains in their head.
It clearly says of the ones called/guided into the Ark, that
they came by themselves two and two. Even birds camepp flying
as well. Miraculous movespgg of God, thuspgg making them obey
His will and plan of rescuing. But He did NOT send angels to
Lift them up and carry them there.gg They came all by
themselves, and it was not in God’s plan to have animals
from far, far away. He only rescued those who would
eventually have been threatened by this local flood.
Conclusion: There was NO GLOBAL WATER FLOOD — the one
described in Genesispgg 7-8. It was limited. We come to this



shortly.

But we have to read the Bible in a[J[] mindset of
investigation and detection. Don’t be a lazy slob when you
read your Bible.

THEN COMES THAT WHICH IS NOT OBVIOUS,
NAMELY THE BIBLICAL FACTS

When diving into Genesis 7 we MUST understand each and every
sentence, word and contexts all together. There are no
short-cuts to be taken.

When a ‘sleepy Bible student’ read Gen. 7, a major mistake
is to take short-cuts. They only think of the flood as
something which had to do with a heavy[][] extreme rain fall.
Gen. 7:10-12, NASB,

“10 g It came about after the seven days, that the water of
the flood came upon the earth.[

11 gg In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second
month, on the seventeenthgg gno day of the month, on the same
day all the fountains of the great deep burst open, and the
floodgates of the sky were opened.[Q

12 gg The rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty
nights.”Q

But as we now can see from text, not only did it fall a
mighty rain, but ALL the[][J] fountains of the great deep burst
open. This ‘great deep’ 1is nothing less than the
Mediterranean Ocean. The sea floor cracked open..and billions
and billions of cubic meters of water came from underneath.
It rained from above and it came up water from below![][] And
BOTH of these factors were working to make this flood. Not
just the rain fall. Be a detective, do some reasoning and
also using logic.[
In the Book of Enoch[][] as well as Book of Jubilees, ]
mention Noah and the flood.[]J[] It says the[]J[] ‘Seven
fountains of the great deep’[J[] let up water. And it even
says that the[J] ‘Flood came upon all the LAND OF EDEN’[]] -
meaning that it flooded everything between the Mediterranean
and[]J[] the Gulf of Persia.[][] The entire Middle East in olden
times was called the Land of Eden. But the Eden in Gen.l was
in north-eastern Iraq, says historians.
What it means in technical/geological terms is simply that
the land masses[][] sunk down, as the rain poured down on top
of that.[]]
The best illustration I can give you, is to think of a
football which gets[][] @ dent[]J[] as it leaks air. The earth
was given a substantial ‘dent’ in the surface in the Middle
East regions, so much that it made the Ark strand on top of
Mt. Ararat in Turkey. Five thousand meters[][] above normal
sea level.
In other words: God made a limited pool, a basin, so that
the flood could not harm the rest of the planet.[JJ No need



to fetch the animals of other continents, like Antarctic,
South America and the likes. Noah had only to get the
species[][] already found in the vicinity of where he built
the Ark.[]J[J Simple and correct.

This thing, with the extreme flood, is but[J[] one of many
incidents[][] and topics found in the Bible. And I hope that
this will help you to become much like a detective when
reading it. Go scrutinizing and investigating the text to
find what it tells us.[]]

The waters not only evaporated after the flood, God sending
strong winds,[JJ -0 but it was[J[] sucked down agalnDD back
through these seven openings in the sea floor of the
Mediterranean Ocean.

EVEN CERTAIN PASSAGES IN PAUL’S EPISTLE
TO THE COLOSSIANS CAN BE MISUNDERSTOOD

If we fail in using investigation methods reading Scripture,

we risk promoting outright lies.

One[][] second[][] example[][] I want to use,[]J[] is what Paul

declared in[][] Col. 1:21-23, NASB,

“21 And although you were[][] formerly[][] alienated[[] and[]
hostile[]] in{Q0 mind, engaged 1in[]] evil[]] deeds,[]]

22 yet[][] He has[][] now[][] reconciled[]] you in His[][] fleshlyJ]
body[J[1 through[][] death, 1in order to[JJ] present[JJ you[]
before[][] Him[Q holy[d and[] blameless[][] and[][] beyond[]
reproach]] -0

23 1f[J00 indeed[] you[l] continuel]] in the[J] faith{Q firmly[]
established[][] and[][] steadfast, and not[][] moved[]] awayl]
from the[] hope[ of thel[] gospelDD that you have[]l] heard,

0 which was[[] proclaimed[][] in[J[J allJ] creation[][] underﬂ
heaven, and of(l]l which[] I,[] Paul, was[][] made[][] a[]
minister

Now, dear fellow believers in Christ, I am living in Norway

[0 -0 so I can only investigate on my behalf as such. And I

really did. I checked out all references regarding[J] the

time ofhthe Grace Gospel of Paul[]] when it[]J[J] came to us here
up north.

It shows clearly that Jesus Christ was[][] not presented here

before around 850 CE[J[] — and it came by Catholic ministers.

[

So Paul really did NOT preach any Gospel here (nor did any
other apostle) in the first century. Colossians was written
around 63 CE as Paul sat in jail in Rome. And still: We find
Paul saying of it[JJ “..which was proclaimed in all creation
under heaven..”[J0 — during the ministry time of the apostle.
So this saying or declaration must have been meaning all
creation under heaven — WHERE PAUL WAS AT THAT TIME - had
been told this Gospel of salvation. Not all of creation on
earth, globally.[J[] We cannot possibly just flat out read
this passage, and not also deduce the full meaning of it. We
need very much to include the context!

This we can[][] ‘transfer’[J[] into the narrative told of the
flood, which actually says []] ..Gen. 7:10 [ “..and the water



of the flood came upon the earth” -[JJ OO but as with Paul
and[][] all creation on earth, this water was never reaching
the entire globe. Only the place and land where Noah had the
Ark waiting to bring salvation. Namely, the Middle East -
orJ0 as told in the Apocrypha, “..the whole land of Eden. [

[

THE IMPORTANCE OF LEARNING FROM BELIEVERS
THAT KNOWS THE BIBLE MORE THAN YOU DO

This is a simple fact — a law of learning — that we must pay
attention to believers who already have been trained in
Biblical knowledge for decades. With time comes wisdom and
knowledge.

A new convert cannot be expected to know so much regarding
the Bible and the Faith Doctrine of the Gospel. It all takes
time.

Acts 8:30-35,[][] NASB,[J0 - 0000 and the[][] eunuch of the
Ethiﬁpian court of Candace, is a very good example of this
truth,

300n Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet,
and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?"[[

31g0 And he said, "Well, how could I, unless [g someone
%qides me?" And he invited Philip to come up and sit with
im.Q

3200 Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was
this: "HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB
BEFORE ITS SHEARER IS SILENT, SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS
MOUTH. o

3300 "IN HUMILIATION HIS JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY; WHO WILL
RELATE HIS GENERATION? FOR HIS LIFE IS REMOVED FROM THE
EARTH. "m0

340 The eunuch answered Philip and said, "Please tell me, of
w?om does the prophet say this? O0f himself or of someone
else?"[

3500 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this
Scripture he preached Jesus to him.”

And it ends with the salvation of this officer of the Royal
House of Ethiopia. He believed on Jesus it says. (v. 37).

He had readpgg in the Book of Isaiah 53 and thepgg prophecy of
Jesus dying for our sins as a sacrificial lamb.

It is not entirely certain that the Ethiopian would have
understood about Jesus if Philip had not been sent to the
road where the chariot was rolling on its way back to
Caesarea to board the ship for Africa.

One simply have to learn understanding from such believers
that already knows Christ and the faith doctrine of the



Christian Church..which to us is the[][] doctrine we have
gotten from Paul, namely the Ephesians and Colossians. The
two prison epistles explaining to us the wonder of our Grace
salvation by faith alone, and no works.

Eph. 2:8, 9,00 NASB,

“800 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God,; [

90000 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

I wish you the very best of luck in approaching Scripture
with a mindset of a detective and investigator! g Go for it!

THE BIRTH OF JESUS PREDICTEDq

IN; THE STARS:

ONLY GOD CAN PERFORM THESE ULTRA-LARGE
ASTRO CALCULATIONS AND POSSISIONING THEM
SO THEY TURN INTO App ‘LANGUAGE’
UNDERSTOOD BY ASTRONOMERS!

JAN LILLEBY

DDDD I[|[| am referring to an article[]
published here on my site, with the title[]
«According to the Signs Told of Jesus in the Stars,

He Was Born 9-11-3 BC».
This[J[J sign[J[] in the heavens
(astronomical) are mentioned 1in
Rev. 12, telling of the Virgin
giving birth to a child.[JJ Image:
Virgo.
Astronomers have gotten proof of
e the sign ‘Virgo’'[J[J] which[][] stood
SHCENRESIENRRSENRY on the sky this mentioned date[]] -
B 9-11J0 in 3 BC, thus giving the
hour, the day, the month and the
year of the birth of Jesus.[][] He
was born shortly before 19.30
(evening) as the celebration of




The Trumpets was going on 1n
Israel, called[J[] Tishri[J[] in
Hebrew.[]J[] The Shofars starts the
blowing in the temple when the
early morning service opens. But
later it was the practice to have
around one hundred trumpets
(shofars) blow...and the[J[] entire
city of Jerusalem[][] could easily
hear these sounding. Remember, the
temple was cited on Zion, a[] tall
ridge in the city.
I am not going to repeat this great event here[J[J in
any detail.[J[] But I would like to point out[][] the
greatness of the Lord God, the Almighty Creator and
Father of Christ.

His ability to putpgg upon such a ‘show’ using the
stellar heavens as stage, - is stunning and jaw-
dropping.ng

What an[][] enormous wisdom and power He possesses, SO
that He might put together a number of planets and
stars to make that ‘Virgo’ appear like it did when
Jesus was born.

Not only did He just put them there, but the[][] whole
universe[][] were created in the very same moment..for
if it were not, the universe would have ‘fallen
apart’ — the Galaxies and stars and planets[][] had to
be created in the very same moment[][] for each one of
them to remain in existence. The stars are[]
balanced to all the rest of the universe.[]
Astronomical science has these[][] facts of creation
clear to them.[J[J] This balance would be[][] impossible
[ if the planets and stars were created in a
successive order.[]]
Meaning, that the Virgo-sign, predicting exact time
of the birth of Jesus, was placed there at the same
time as all thepg other bodies of heaven were
created. A huge unfathomable mega-gigantic move of
God, the Creator.
In this comparison we humans become real small...
Check out how Paul wrote about this — now that you
know this fact, that the universe was created in the
very same moment — ALL AT ONCE,

Col. 1:15-20, NASB,
“1500 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of




all creation.[

lé6gg For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities -all things have been
created through Him and for Him.(QQg

1700 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold
together.n

1800 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself
will come to have first place in everything.[Q

1900 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the
fullness to dwell in Him, [

2000 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself,
having made peace through the blood of His cross; through
Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.”[g

We can — as many ministerspg alreadygg does — very well call

this passage for “The Great Creator Declaration of Christ”[
— as 1t shows us Jesus Christ in an almightyq
position..equal to His Father’s might and power and glory!

It wasgg God’'s good pleasure to havepg Hispgp entirepp fullness

dwelling in Him, the Son Jesus Christ.

Jesus 1s before ALL THINGS;pgg and in Him ALL THINGS hold

together.

This verse 17 is expressing just what I told above: All the

universe was created by Him, in the one and the same moment!

Christ has no lacking in power: He created — along with His

Father — ALL things at[J] the one and same moment in time.

This sure makespg us feel mighty small, doesn’t it?

But this is the Christ we are presented to as Paul wrote his
two prison epistles. An almighty glorious Savior andpg evenp
possessing ALL of God’'s fullness, God’s power, God’s might.
It was thus Jesus Christ who placed the stars and planets to
become sure signs telling of His first advent. Genesis

1:14-16, NASB,

14[][] Then God said, "Let there be lights in the
expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the
night,[][] and let them be for signs and for seasons
and for days and years;[]]

1500 and let them be for lights in the expanse of the

heavens to give light on the earth "; and it was so.
0

16(]] God[]] made[][] the[l] two[][] great[]] lights,
the[][] greater[][] light[][] to[]J[] govern[]] the[]
day, and the[][] lesser[]] light[][] to[][] govern[]



the[][] night; He made the[][] stars[]] also.

Notice: These are quotations telling of the earth, and how
this[J[] planetary solar system[][] worked in[][] relatlonDD to
the earth.[JJ] In Gen. 1:1 we are presented with a desolate
planet earth, over which the Holy Spirit of God was[]
‘“hoovering’. 'Earth was there, before He created man.[][J] But
it was a ‘dead’ ice-capped planet.
But the universe was thus created long before this passage
described certain effects of the heavenly bodies of stars
and planets.
But they are for SIGNS says verse 14. Signs which can be
read by persons educated in astronomy.

THE BREATHTAKING DISTANCES TO THEmQ
PLANETS AND STARS

If we check out the enormous distance within the
stars/planets making up the Virgo sign, these are the
figures/factspg for it:

I shall list the star ‘Spica’ first, since this is the
brightest one in the Virgo. It is as far away from the earth
as[J] 250 LIGHT YEARS.[]] We have no capacity in ourselves to
imagine such gigantic distances..we must give up that
attempt! Spica consists of two stars in close orbit. It is
one of the 58 bright navigation stars.

Virgo is found in the night sky as one of several
constellations which are in the Zodiac constellation (1in
which also the sun and the moon pass).

There are found 13 Zodiac constellations.

Using astronomical language, it is located in the Southern
Hemisphere’s third Quadrant (SQ3) and is visible between
latitudes of +80 and -80 degrees. Neighboring star
constellations to Virgo include Leo and Libra.

The sheer size of the Virgo in the sky is jaw dropping, with
its maddening full 1294 (!!) square Degrees!

When watching Virgo, one must remember that a lesser and not
so bright star as the Spica, is looking lesser, simply
because that star is way[]J deeper into the Virgo[J[J] than the
Spica. Thus the distance from[][] earth is much more remote
than a brighter star. We are talking of millions of
kilometers, or actually light-years. Several of the light-
points in Virgo comes from bright Galaxies far, far, out in
space.

Just because we find the Spica as a bright starpgg in Virgo,
does not mean that it is closer to earth than others. I
already made that clear, telling you above that it is as far
away as 250 Light Years! It's totally awesome.

Stars in Virgo, like Auva, 1s less than 200 Light Years
away, and Heze which is just 75 Light Years off.

HOLD ON TO YOUR HATS, FOR HERE
ARE ADDITIONAL VIRGO FACTS



#[[1 0000 The constellation includes a cluster of galaxies
known as the Virgo Cluster, and includes close to 2000
Galaxies out there!!

#[1[1 0ooo Spica (I don’t know why) is found on the
Brazilian National Flag

# 00 0000 20 of Virgos stars has[]] known planets, which is
more than any other star constellation out there!

And it was all put out there by the Lord as He created the
entire universe in one singular blazing moment!

This Lord and Savior, Jesus, 1is the Head of His body, which
is His church.[][J Col. 1:18, NASB,

“He 1is[][] also[]] head[] of the[] body, the[][] church;

and He 1is the[][] beginning, the[][] firstborn[]] from

the[][] dead, ][] so[l[] that He[][] Himself[J[J will[][] come[]
to[]ll havelll first{d placelll in(0 everything.”

Adding verses 21-23,

“21100 And although you were[][] formerly[][] alienated[]
and[]] hostile[]] in[JJ mind, engaged in[]] evil[]
deeds, [[]

22000 yet[d He has[] now[]] reconciled[][] you in His[]
fleshly[]] body[l] through[]] death, in order to[]
present[]] youll]l before[][] HimJ] holy[] and[]
blameless[][] and[]] beyond[]] reproach]] -0

2300 1if[] indeed[][] you[ll]l] continue[][] in the[][] faith[]
firmly[J[] established[][] and[][] steadfast, and not[]
moved[]] away[][] from the[]] hope[l] of theDD gospel(]
that you havel][] heard, which was[][] proclaimed[]] in

[] all[J[J creation[][] underDD heaven, and of[][] which[]
I,[0 Paul, was[][] made[]] all minister.DD “

UNDERSTANDING PAUL
PART 1V:

From «Saul, why Are you persecuting Me” -
to “Take courage Paul, for as you




testified at Jerusalem so must you testify
at Rome”.

JAN LILLEBY

VVe cannot possibly overlook the way Paul was

‘handled’ by the Lord, aiming to have[]J] Paul come out to us
Gentiles in[][] due time!

Throughout his entire ministry for Christ, we find that the
Lord spoke with His faithful servant times and times again.
Topg ‘pilot’pgn Paul ahead,pp topgn have him say andpg do the
right things at the right time. Jesus Christ stood by Paul
all the time.

To be able to understand Paul, we must check out what — and
how — the Lord led him on.

The final words spoken to Paul while still on Israeli soil,
is found in[J] Acts 23:10, 11, NASB, - the night right after
he was taken in custody at the temple site,

“1000 And as a great dissension was developing, the commander
was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them and ordered
the troops to go down and take him away from them by force,
and bring him 1into the barracks.n

11 [JO But on the night immediately following, the Lord stood
at his side and said,[][] "Take courage; for as you have
solemnly witnessed to My cause [|[] at Jerusalem, so you must
witness at Rome also."[]]]

When letting our[]J[J] scrutinizing eyes read the text — as we
find in Acts — we also notice one peculiar thing: Each time
something came up as an utmost[][] extra important issue[][] in
the eyes of the Lord, we find that it was the[][J Lord
Himself[][] bringing the message at hand!

Yes, we know from Scripture that He[][] mostly used to send
His angels, especially in times before He came to earth as
Jesus Christ and was crucified and resurrected, and taken up
into heaven.

He sent angels in all important matters, but in extra-
important matters[][] He Himself made His appearances.

In(J0 Acts 7:55, 56, NASB, we find Jesus Christ appearing to
Stephen when he was stoned, in that this first martyr 1n a
xision saw Him standing by the Father’s throne in glory in
eaven,

«55(00 OO0 _But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed

intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God,;[]]

56 [0 and he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened up and
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God."[[

After this we find that Peter, actually two times, was


https://www.biblestudytools.com/nas/acts/7-55.html
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rescued from prison[JJ by an angel who led him out of there,
Acts 5 and 12. I quote from[] Acts 12:5-11,[][] NASB, - as it
happened in Passover 44 CE,

“500 So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was
being made fervently by the church to God.[Q

600 On the very night when Herod was about to bring him
forward, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with
two chains, and gquards in front of the door were watching
over the prison.[Q

700 And behold,[][] an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared[]
and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter's side
and woke him up, saying, "Get up quickly." And his chains
fell off his hands.[]]

800 And the angel said to him, "Gird yourself and put on your
sandals." And he did so. And he said to him, "Wrap your
cloak around you and follow me."QQ

900 And he went out and continued to follow, and he did not
know that what was being done by the angel was real, but
thought he was seeing a vision.[

1000 When they had passed the first and second guard, they
came to the iron gate that leads into the city, which opened
for them by itself; and they went out and went along one
street, and immediately the angel departed from him.[[

11gn When Peter came to himself, he said, "Now I know for
sure that the Lord has sent forth His angel and rescued me
from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people
were expecting."mn

Shortly before this, we find that James had been killed by
Herod Agrippapgg I..thus raisinggg a considerable alarm within
the Messianic congregation in Jerusalenm.

The Lord did not allow anyone to harm Peter (executing him)
— even 1if it shows that James had just been killed.qg

PAUL AT SEA, GOING TO ROME

We learn that when Paul and the crew onboard the ship[]
were[JJ caught in a winter storm in the Aegean Sea,[][] Acts

27-28, and the entire crew faced death by shipwrecking,[J -

[] an angel of the Lord appeared to Paul[]]] at night, telling

him not to despair, for they would strand on an island[]
(Mglta)DD and all would be rescued.[][] Acts 27:22-26,[]
NASB,

220 "Yet now I urge you to keep up your courage, for there
will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship.nn

2300 “"For this very night an angel of the God to whom I
belong and whom I serve stood before me,[n



24000 saying,[0 'Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand
before Caesar; and behold, God has granted you all those who
are sailing with you. '

2500 Therefore, keep up your courage, men, for I believe God
that it will turnpgg out exactlygn oo as I have been told.n

26[] "But we must run aground on a certain island."

Regarding Paul, we find that he was visited by Christ in
person — not just as a ‘vision’. [J[] The first time was as
quoted above from Acts 23:11[][] — and Jesus stood in the room
where Paul slept, in the Antonia Fortress. It clearly says
that the Lord.. ‘stood at his side, and said..’

But the second time Paul had such a visit by the Lord, 1is
told by Paul himself, and not Luke who wrote the Acts.

Eph. 3:1-4,[] NASB,

“100 For{ this[Q reason[] I,[0 Paul, the[d prisoner(]] off]
Christ[][] Jesus[][] for thel] sake[]] of youlll Gentiles[] -0
200 if0 indeed] you have[][] heard[] of the[] stewardship[]
of(][] God's[][] grace[]] which was[][] given[]] to me for you;[]]

3 that by[][] revelation[][] there was[][] made[][] known[][] to me

the[][] mystery, as I[][] wrote[][] before[]]] in[]J[] brief.[]]

400 By referring to[][] this, when you[][] read[]] you[l] can[]
understand]] myQd0d insight[QQ into the[J0 mystery[J] of[]
Christ,[]] “

The word ‘revelation’ can imply several things. It can mean

that an angel told Paul of a certain secret, or it can mean

that Paul had a vision of this, or it can actually mean that

Paul was given the said revelation by the Lord Jesus

Himself, visiting him in the jail cell.

Personally, I hold to the last alternative. Simply because

ofgn thepgn extra-important nature of Paul’s mission to Rome:

He was sent there to take the new REVEALED Grace Gospel by

faith alone, out to us Gentiles.

Jesus could not entrust such an important and glorious

message to angels alone; Jesus Himself had to bring this to

Paul, making sure he would ‘catch on’ to this brand new

salvation message, and bring this out.gg The Lord told him

that the entire Law of Moses (including all ordinances) had
been abolished, and that believers in Christ, both Gentiles
and Jews, had been made to ‘one new man’ by faith in Christ.

When adding these Bible truths to the article series here,

we are[][] closing in on a more complete understanding of

Paul[]] and his immensely important message, that of the free

Grace of God by faith alone...Eph. 2:8, 9,[][] NASB,

“800 For byl grace[l[l you have been[][] saved[]
through[][] faith; and that not of[][] yourselves, it

is the[]] gift[d] oflld] God; [




9[0[1 not as a[][] result[][] of[][] works,[][] so[l[l] that[]
no[J] one[][] may[l[] boast.”

Paul’s Gospel message has nothing to do with
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, let alone Acts! Paul’s
Gospel stands all alone, and all by itself. A
revelation brought forth by Jesus Christ.
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